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Purpose of the Guidance
The use of candles in church is a very important part of worship. It is important, however, to remember that they can cause major fires and serious injury if not used properly.  Candles can pose a particular fire risk, especially at certain times of the year, such as Christmas and it is always wise to review your risk assessment procedures at these times. This guidance is intended to help parishes understand what is required to be done, as a minimum, to ensure the safe use of candles. Some simple, common sense, precautions should mean that candles can be used safely.   

Choice of Candles
Good quality slow-burning candles are best.  Cheaper, catering quality candles will burn down quickly, and the flame may soon get dangerously close to foliage or decorations. Purchase candles from reputable Church Suppliers (i.e. Hayes and Finch). 

Handheld Candles  
Great care needs to be taken where people are given candles to hold, especially where large numbers are involved.  Apart from the risk of igniting flammable material, service sheets etc. molten wax can cause damage to clothing and is very hot. Purpose-made candles are available and should be used with proper slide-on drip trays. Even greater care is necessary where children are involved.  Children should be properly supervised and care taken to ensure they do not stand too close together or too close behind one another, as there is a risk of both clothing and hair being set alight.  (Children’s Christmas costumes and fancy dress outfits are not subject to the strict flammability standards that other clothing is.  This means that such costumes can ignite more quickly if they touch candles or naked flames.)

Placement of Candles
Candles must be kept clear of all combustible materials including flammable decorations, foliage and electrical equipment.  Ideally candles should be placed in metal holders on non-combustible surfaces such as stone or brick. Candles should never be placed directly onto Christmas trees.

Fire Extinguishers

Fire extinguishers must always be readily available where candles are being used.  Every church should have at least two extinguishers of the appropriate type and these should be examined and serviced at regular intervals.  Water extinguishers are the most suitable for dealing with burning foliage, paper and wood, but must not be used on electrical equipment.  Stewards must know where the extinguishers are and how to use them.  Training can be provided either by your fire extinguisher supplier or the local Fire and Rescue Service.



	
Fire Blanket

A fire blanket may be a better way of dealing with certain fire situations and it is advisable to have at least one available during the service. They are particularly good for dealing with burning clothing.


Procedures during larger service 

For larger services where candles are used, it is strongly recommended that a team of Stewards is appointed and that each person has specific duties in accordance with a list of written procedures.

A specific Steward should be appointed to each door and must ensure that it is unlocked and opens easily before the service starts.

Similarly, responsibility for fire extinguishers should be given to specific Stewards who are familiar with their use.

The person leading the service should be aware of the fire risk and, in the event of an emergency, be ready to ask everyone to leave in an orderly fashion following the directions from the Stewards.

Suitable first aid provisions (first aid kit and appropriate personnel) should be available for larger services.


Safe Use of Votive Candles

Votive candles of the ‘tea light’ type can burn for a long time, become very hot and are self-supporting.  It is advisable to avoid this type of candle and to use the type that has to be supported on a picket stand.  This will avoid them being place under or near combustible materials.  Tea lights placed in a votive candle stand with reasonable space between each candle and the stand situated away from combustible materials will reduce the potential for fires to start.

As the greater risk of votive candle stands is people reaching across already burning candles to place a new on in the stand. This usually happens as the front rows are filled first leaving empty rows towards the back of the stand. Where possible supervision of the votive candle stand is suggested and lighted candles are carefully moved from the front to the back to ensure that available empty spaces are the front of the stand.   

Combustible materials, curtains, pamphlets and other literature etc, should be kept well away from the votive candle stand which should also be placed on a non-combustible floor (not carpet). A fire extinguisher and/or fire blanket should be close at hand to deal with any emergencies.

It is important that the church should not be left unattended with candles still burning. When the church is locked, during the day or for the night, all candles must be extinguished.  The only exception to this would be the ‘Sanctuary Lamps’ kept within glass containers.     


Summary of Guidance


· Before the church is secured and at the end of the day, ensure all candles are extinguished (other than the Sanctuary Lights kept in glass containers).

· Candles should only be placed on a non-combustible surface and all combustible materials should be moved from their proximity at all times.

· Votive candles stands to be used for holding multiple candles; each candle should be adequately spaced (approx. 10cm) apart and consideration on the height of candles used should be given as these can easily collapse and ignite each other

· Always keep candles away from drafts

· Ensure that tea lights are placed in fire retardant holders

· Check candle holders are sufficient in size to accommodate any molten wax

· Suitable fire extinguishers and/or blankets must be available where candles are used

· The risk candles pose should always be considered as part of regular risk assessment


In addition to the potential for loss of life and injuries to the person; the potential costs for damage to property can be great. 

Flames are not the only cause of property damage resulting from a fire: fire, soot, smoke and extinguisher water may cause damage within churches themselves and substantial smoke may permeate into adjoining property, i.e. Presbytery, resulting in further cleaning and redecorating costs. 
Extinguishing candles and removal of combustible materials from the proximity of candles can avoid claims that can run into hundreds of thousands of pounds.    
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