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	Parish/Location
Church Address: 

	Assessed by:

	Date Assessed:                                                                                 Review Date:
	Reference Number:

	Persons at Risk/Those who may be harmed : Clergy, Staff & Volunteers; Visitors to the Premises; Cleaners; Contractors. 


	Hazard/Risk
	Controls in place
	Severity (1-5)
	Likelihood
(1-5)
	Risk/
Priority
	Additional controls required. Date & sign when completed

	






External 
Slips/Trips/Falls
Wet/icy surfaces
Obstructions 














External 
Blocked 
Drains & Gutters



	· Parish Priest monitors the weather conditions during adverse weather and assesses whether to grit the defined routes and if it is safe to open the church.
· Suitable gritting materials are available to grit entrances and frequently used pathways
· Volunteers are nominated to clear and grit walkways. They are suitable attired and PPE available if necessary.
· Key areas, for access to church, are gritted. Emergency exits and escape routes are cleared, providing at least 1m walkways.   Large areas i.e. full carparks do not need to be fully gritted.
· An agreed ‘Gritting Plan’ is available and visitors made aware of safe access routes. This is included in Parish Newsletter.  
· Gritting undertaken early in the day as it is easier to move fresh snow; and checked post rain as it may refreeze to form black ice. 
· People are discouraged from taking short cuts across grass/dirt which may become slippery when wet.
· Visitors are aware that they are responsible for keeping to the routes that are defined and gritted.  
· Accumulation of wet/slippery leaves routinely removed and paths cleared of obstructions


· Gutters are cleaned annually and records kept
· Overflowing water, from gutters, is identified, inspected and cleaned immediately if necessary
· Drainage is regularly inspected to ensure water is running freely and no flooding observed.
	
	
	
	

	External 
Lighting / poor visibility


	· Suitable external effective lighting is available for people to avoid hazards that may be at ground level.
· Sufficient street lighting is available to illuminate the church grounds/car park/entrances 
· All external church lighting is fully functional.
· Regular inspection tours of the church perimeter taken to ensure lighting remains effective and damage to walkways are promptly repaired. 

	
	
	
	

	Internal Conditions 
Slips/Trips/Falls
Heating/Ventilation






Temporary Heating 






Burst Pipes 











	· Transitional absorbent matting is present inside the main entrances to the church.
· Transitional matting is in good order i.e. not wet or covered with wet leaves. 
· Boiler or heating system has had annual service completed earlier in the year. 
· Suitable ventilation of the church by means of open windows/doors to reduce risk of infections (Flu/Covid-19)
· All electrical temporary heating  has been PAT  tested.
· Temporary heating is sited away from woodwork or other combustible materials
· When switched on it will not be moved around the room
· No temporary heating is left unattended for long periods or is used when the building is unoccupied.(i.e. switched off after services)
· The location of internal stopcocks are known to all appropriate people
· Water pipes are appropriately lagged
If a pipe bursts 
· The water supply is turned off at the stopcock
· Taps are opened until they run dry to reduce further flooding
· Escaping water is blocked off or soaked up and furniture etc. is moved to a dry area to avoid further damage
· A qualified plumber will be called
· Taps are turned off once pipework has been repaired to avoid further flooding.
	
	
	
	

	Seasonal Decorations
Fire
Working at Height
	· The use of ladders/stepladders is risk assessed, suitable ladders/stepladders are used and only by competent persons 
· Christmas lights have been suitably tested (PAT) and that they are switched off when churches or rooms are unoccupied. 
· Candle Safety: Careful consideration given to any extra use of candles during the Christmas period. Good quality slow burning candles are used, Candles kept clear of all inflammable materials and vestments. Candles are extinguished when the church is unoccupied 
· Votive candle stands are cleaned and maintained in accordance with manufacturer’s guidance 
· Suitable fire extinguishers/blankets are available in close proximity. 
· Nativity scenes and plays: - any straw used within the nativity scene or crib will be flame retardant or treated with a flame proofing material.   
· No artificial flowers or flammable decorations are installed around candles or their bases.

	
	
	
	

	Special or Large Events
Christmas Masses
School Nativity Services
	· Existing Mass risk assessments and/or fire risk assessment are in place, reviewed and amended for any specific considerations for the Christmas services. Special attention paid to extra attendance numbers. 
· Adequate numbers of Stewards are available to maintain fire exits and assist in the event of emergency.
· Digital screening of Christmas Mass considered, for those who may not be able to attend.
· The school must complete and provide the Parish Priest with a suitable risk assessment for the Nativity performance.  The Parish Priest will keep this risk assessment, on file, for three (3) months post-performance.  
· Extra care is taken, during Nativity plays or scenes, to ensure that children wearing seasonal outfits are not exposed to candles or naked flames. 
· No children wearing costumes will be given candles to hold.   

	
	
	
	

	Traveling in adverse Weather
	· Vehicles are regularly checked/serviced to be safe for seasonal weather
· Additional timing of journey taken into account as journey may take longer in bad weather
· Decision may be made to avoid unnecessary journeys if prevailing weather is too hazardous

	
	
	
	



	











Parish Winter Safety Preparations Risk Assessment Form November 2024 
	Risk/Priority Indicator Key




	Severity (Consequence)
	
	RISK/PRIORITY INDICATOR MATRIX

	1. Negligible (delay only)
	
	LIKELIHOOD
	5
	5
	10
	15
	20
	25

	2. Slight (minor injury/damage/interruption)
	
	
	4
	4
	8
	12
	16
	20

	3. Moderate (lost time injury, illness, damage, lost business)
	
	
	3
	3
	6
	9
	12
	15

	4. High (major injury/damage, lost time business interruption, disablement)
	
	
	2
	2
	4
	6
	8
	10

	5. Very High (fatality/business closure)
	
	
	1
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Likelihood
	
	
	SEVERITY (CONSEQUENCE)

	1. Improbable/very unlikely
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Unlikely
	
	Summary
	Suggested Timeframe

	3. Even chance/may happen
	
	12-25
	High
	As soon as possible

	4. Likely
	
	6-11
	Medium
	Within next 3-6 months

	5. Almost certain/imminent
	
	1-5
	Low
	Whenever viable to do so
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